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Synopsis How many of you have business clients beating down your door for you to build them a 
Data Model?  If they aren’t beating down your door, why is that?  Data Models provide 
business clients far more insight and information than they do to IT, yet it seems that in 
many companies, IT is driving the need for and use of Data Models.  This needs to 
change. 

People resist Data Modeling because they don’t understand why it is important to build 
models and they don’t understand the process. 

Much of the reason that business clients aren’t beating down your door is that they are 
intimidated by the complex terminology and rules.  Fortunately, these can be easily 
remedied.  We forget that the models must be of the business, by the business, and for 
the business.  Conceptual and logical data modeling is more about grammar and the 
business.  Properly facilitated, building a Conceptual Data Model with your business 
clients becomes not only a way to document the information a business needs to do its 
job and the rules it follows in managing its business, but will encourage your business 
clients to participate in building future models and will encourage them to use the 
models that they build.  Combining your data modeling skills with effective Facilitator 
skills will make the job of the Data Analyst not only easier, but also more in demand by 
business clients.   

This session is designed to enable “Participant Friendly” conceptual and logical data 
modeling.   

Objectives Upon completion, the attendees will: 

• Develop techniques for building Data Models with business clients. 

• Develop a set of client-friendly terms. 

• Know how facilitation and Facilitator skills increase the effectiveness and 
acceptance of Data Modeling. 
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 We have been in business since February 1985 when Gary founded MG Rush Systems, 
Inc.  Gary ceased operations of MG Rush Systems, Inc. in June 2004 to pursue his dream 
of becoming a restaurateur.  In June 2005, after a one-year absence, Gary returned re-
instating his company MG Rush Systems, Inc. and re-naming it MGR Consulting, Inc.  
Millie (M) and Gary (G) Rush are now MGR Consulting. 

Gary Rush, IAF CPF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Rush, IAF CertifiedTM Professional Facilitator (CPF), Founder and President of MGR 
Consulting has been leadership training since 1972 when he entered the U.S. Naval 
Academy.  He has managed projects since 1980, been facilitating since 1983, and 
training since 1985.  He is a recognized leader in the field of facilitation, Facilitator 
training and continues to be the leading edge in the industry by continuing as a 
practicing Facilitator. 

As a Facilitator, Gary facilitates many types of workshops. He improves client business 
performance through effective application of exceptional facilitation processes.  He is 
uniquely qualified to assist you in understanding, managing and implementing facilitated 
workshops supporting your methodology in your organization.  He is an expert at 
engaging participants and guiding them to consensus.  His primary job is to get a group 
of individuals to form as a team, learn to communicate, and achieve a goal or accomplish 
a task. 

As a Trainer, Gary is amongst the most successful and influential Facilitator Trainers in 
the world.  He teaches The FoCuSeDTM Facilitator Academy, FoCuSeDTM Business 
Facilitator, and FoCuSeDTM On…  He teaches specific “how to” with an understanding of 
the “why” to perform as an effective Facilitator; he provides detailed facilitator and 
process tools and, as an IAF CPF Assessor, he covers the IAF Core Facilitator 
Competencies.  His alumni are amongst the most successful and influential leaders.  They 
often tell us how much Gary has changed their lives. 

In 1985, Gary created FAST.  In 2007, Gary created FoCuSeDTM – a revolution from 
FAST.  It is the most complete, most comprehensive, and most effective facilitation class 
available, providing detailed training on the concepts of Holistic Facilitation.   

Gary has implemented his facilitation technique in some of the largest companies and 
government agencies.  His clients are many of the Fortune 500 companies.  His 
facilitation technique is used widely around the world. 

Gary has written numerous "how to" books, including The FoCuSeDTM Facilitator Guide  – 
a comprehensive reference manual.  He shares his step-by-step process so that students 
can replicate his practices. 

Gary updates MGR Consulting’s materials periodically and delivers The FoCuSeDTM 

Advanced Class.  He incorporates new ideas, tools, and concepts in facilitation. 

In 2006, the International Association of Facilitators (IAF) awarded Gary the IAF 
CertifiedTM Professional Facilitator (CPF) designation.  In 2007, he became an IAF CPF 
Assessor and from April 2008 until January 2011, he was Chair of the International 
Association of Facilitators (IAF). 

Besides his family, Gary's passions are cooking and making a difference in the world by 
encouraging collaboration through facilitation, leadership, and diversity.  He envisions a 
collaborative society that respects individualism and embraces diversity. 
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